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TEMPLATE FOR CONSULTATION RESPONSES
Details of the Consultation

	Document being consulted on:
	PROPOSED NEW BIG LOTTERY FUND POLICY DIRECTIONS FOR CONSULTATION



	Closing date:


	Midnight on Friday 18th November 2011. 

	Responses to be sent to:
	biglotteryfundconsultation@cabinet-office.gsi.gov.uk


	Queries to:
	biglotteryfundconsultation@cabinet-office.gsi.gov.uk



Your Details

	Name:
	Nick Davies

	Title:
	Policy and Information Officer

	Organisation:
	Children England. However, I am submitting this response on behalf of the Department for Education’s Overarching Strategic Partnership which Children England leads. The other members of the Overarching Strategic Partnership are NCVYS, NAVCA, Community Matters, Social Enterprise UK and the Race Equality Foundation. 


Consultation Questions
	Question 1:   Is there anything set out in these directions that the Big Lottery Fund should not be doing? If your answer is yes, please tell us what it is and why they shouldn’t be doing it. (a maximum of 200 words)

We are concerned that the wording contained in sections 1B and 2B is open to interpretation and as such deviates from previous Government commitments that 100% of BLF funding should go to the voluntary, community and social enterprise sector (VCSES). This commitment has been set out both in the DCMS Structural Reform Plan and by Jeremy Hunt, who pledged that BLF funding would go “exclusively” to the VCSES when he announced the decision to reduce the share of National Lottery funding provided to the BLF. 
In section 1B the word ‘primarily’ would allow the BLF to distribute almost half the available funds to statutory or private sector organisations. Similarly, the wording contained in section 2B is not sufficiently clear to prevent non-VCSES organisations bidding for and receiving funding. Given that virtually all local people and every local community is served by the VCSES, almost any project that benefits people and communities will satisfy this requirement. The Government should specify that projects must be run by VCSES organisations and not just operate in their vicinity in order to qualify.     

	Question 2:   Is there anything the Big Lottery Fund should be doing in addition to these directions? If your answer is yes, please tell us what they should be doing and why. (a maximum of 200 words)
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